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CHURCH AND MINISTRY 


A BIBLE STUDY | 
* Upon this rock I will build my Church.” St. Matt. 16. 18 


This is &etually the only place in the four Gospels in which the * 
Church in the sense in which we, in this pamphlet, shall be using 
the term, is mentioned. And yet, as soon as we pass, in our study 
of the Bible, from the Gospels to the Acts of the Apostles, and 
from that book to the Epistles, we find that the Church is one of 
the most constant subjects of all that come under treatment. 
This seems strange, but there ts an all-sufficient reason forit. The 
Church that was to be.was in the mind of Jesus from the beginning 
of His ministry; but the building of it was to be after His death. 
Similarly, the Apostolate, which was to be the means by which 
He would build His Church, was in His mind from the be ‘ginning, 
and the establishment of the Apostolate was in fact the main 
work of His public life on earth. This is what we hope to show by 
our study of the Bible. Church and Ministry were indissolubly 
linked together in the mind of Jesus from the first, and He was 
laying down the eternal principles of the Church while He was 
building up the Apostolate. At the start the theme of the public 


j 
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preaching of Jesus was the Kingdom of God. It was when the 
leader of the Apostolic band had reached the point of confessing 
‘* Thou art the Christ, the Son of tndliving God ” (St. Matt. 16. 16), 
that Jesus was able to announce the future building of a Church, 
the outward embodiment of the Kingdom of God which He had all 
along been preaching. 

We are to show, then, from the Bible, that the Blessed Lord 
looked forward beyond His death and resurrection to the Church 
which was to be built, and we are to find in the Gospels that the 
plan on which it was to be built was in His mind from the begin- 
ning. We are to find, in fact, that part of the plan which He was 
Himself to complete before His death was the preparation of a 
band of men. who should start, and carry on through its first 
generation, the Church of His design. 

Let us see from the Gospels how the work of preparing this 
band was carried out. We may study it in three stages. The 
first stage is that of finding men suitable for His purpose. The 
second stage is that of testing them until the time is reached when 
they may be ordained apostles. The third stage is that of inten- 
sive training of the chosen twelve until He is able to commission 
them to be His Ministers in the Church which was yet to come 
into being. 

St. John's Gospel gives.us an account of the finding ef the first 


men destined to be Apostles: chapter 1. Let us note, to start 


with, that the narrative of all the four Gospels begins with John 
the Baptist. From the first three Gospels we learn that Jesus 
comes to John the Baptist and is baptized. Next He goes into the 
wilderness, is tempted, and wins the victory over the devil. Then 
He returns to the Baptist, it seems with definite purpose. John 
sends two of his own disciples to Jesus, namely Andrew, and John 
the son of Zebedee. Each of these, having decided to attach 
himself to Jesus, brings his own brother. . Next, Jesus finds Philip, 
and he brings Nathaniel. There are now six disciples chosen to be 
tested. We are not told how and when the other six were found. 
Now we pass to the second stage: that of testing. Jesus and 
His disciples receive an invitation to a wedding in Cana. There 
He works His first miracle. The disciples respond to this test, 
for, St. John tells us (chap. 2.11), “ His disciples believed on Him”’ 
They accompany Him on a mission to Judaea which lasts about 
nine months. There they see the cleansing of the Temple, 
receiving a lesson from the words of Jesus which they will only 


“understand after His resurrection (St. John 2. 22). Jesus makés 
many converts in Judaea and the disciples are commissioned to 


baptize them. But when John the Baptist is thrown into prison, 
Jesus and the disciples leave Judaea for Galilee. On the way, in 
Samaria, He again makes many converts, and the disciples 
receive a memorable lesson: ‘‘ My meat is to do the will of Him 
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that sent me, and to finish His work " (St. John 4. 34). In Galilee 
Jesus and the disciples are engaged on a mission of preaching 
and healing, crowded with events which occupy, perhaps three 
months, perhaps a year and three months; we cannot tell which. 

All these events.must have been a means of teaching and testing. 
the disciples. But at some point in this period came what seems 
to have been a final test. Hitherto in some degree the disciples 
seem to have carried on their-usual occupations. Now, to five of 
them, the four fishermen and the tax collector, came the call to 
leave all and follow Jesus. We cannot be sure that this identical 
call came to the rest of the twelve. But whatever the particular 
_ call, those who were to be apostles answered it. 

So with this the time has come (not far distant, it appears, from 
the mid point of our Lord’s earthly ministry) for the solemn 
ordination of the Twelve Apostles. Here is St. Luke’s account 
(chap. 6. 12, 13): 

“It came to pass in those days, that He went out into a 
mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 
And when it was day, He called unto Him His disciples: and of 
them He chose twelve, whom also He named Apostles.” 

Henceforth, a careful study of the Gospels will convince us that 
. the teaching and the training of the twelve apostles is the main 

work of Jesus in His earthly career..Preachings and healings of 
course went on in vast numbers. This could not be avoided. 
People caime to Him from an immense area (St. Luke 6. 17) to 
hear Him and:to be healed. They could not be turned away. 

But from His public preaching, and from His wonderful works 
alike, the twelve apostles arned their lessons. They had to learn 

‘* what manner of man "’ He was; to learn His power over disease, 
and over death, and over nature. Sometimes Jesus had to 
reproach them for their slowness in learning: ‘‘ Do ye not yet 
understand ?”’ (feeding of the multitudes, St. Matt. 16. 9); ** Are 
ye so without understanding? ’’ (things that defile the man, St. 
Mark 7. 18); ‘‘ Where is your faith? ’’ (in the storm, St. Luke 
8. 25); “ Yet hast thou not known Me, Philip ?”’ (St. John 14. 9). 
Sometimes Jesus took the twelve into retirement, away from the 
crowd, for shorter or longer periods, where they could be alone 
with Him. There were things they had to learn which were not 
yet to be revealed to the multitude: that He was the Christ (St. 
Matt. 16. 20); His approaching death, and His rising again the 
third day (St. Matt. 16. 21). And even in the midst of His public 
“work Jesus made opportunities of private talk with the twelve: 

‘‘ when they were alone he expounded all things to his disciples ”’ 
(St. Mark 4. 34). 

A study of the Gospels, therefore, shows us Jesus ordaining 
and training twelve men to be His agents, after His own death, 
in building His Church, and to be the ministers of, that Church 
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in the first generation. A momentous question now confronts 
us. Did our Blessed Lord intend that apostolic body to be con- | 
tinued down the ages ministering to the Church? His Church, we 
know, He intended should remain, whether on earth or in! heaven, 
for ever: “‘ the gates of hell shall not prevail against it ’” (St. Matt. 
16.18). But what about the apostolic body? What can we learn 
from the Bible about that? Here then is a plain question: Is the 
Ministry, derived by succession from the apostolic body, essential 


to the Church as Christ planned it ? : 
Let us turn to the Gospel account of the institution of the 


Holy Communion. For here is a Sacrament, ordained by Christ, 

and vital to the Church of His creation; a sacrament which, by its 

very nature, requires a duly authorized minister. _ This, then, is 

our question at this moment: did our Blessed Lord appoint a 

ministry specifically for this sacrament and designed to be con- 
_ tinued for all time ? 

To answer this we must first turn our thoughts back to the 
discourse reported by St. John in his chapter 6. The subject of 
that discourse was of immeasurable consequence, nothing less 
than the food of eternal life, which the Blessed Saviour declared 
to be His Flesh and Blood. We need only quote one out of 
several verses which assert its vital necesaity for the believer in 


“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the { 
Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you” (St. 
John 6. 53). 
It was puzzling to His hearers, a “* hard saying’’. It caused a 


great falling away among His disciples. It made Jesus say even 
to the twelve: ‘ Will ye also go away?” And it had, until or 
~~~. evening of the Last Supper, been unexplained, so far as the Gospe 
record goes. But it was now, in the upper room, and only a ins 
hours before the Lord died upon the Cross, to be explained by the 
institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. And the com- 
mission was to be given, now, to the twelve, to be His appointed 
ministers for its celebration. 

- Let us recount the events in the upper room. The Blessed 
Lord first gives the pattern of the Holy Communion, ever since 
followed by the Church; the blessing and breaking of bread; the 
cup; and with them the explanation: this is My Body’; “this _, 
is My Blood.”” Then He gives that command which makes it of 
perpetual obligation: “do this in remembrance of Me-’.- And 
thus in one act He ordains the means by which the believ er may 
feed upon His Body and Blood; and He establishes the Church's 
divinely ordered worship. 

Now to whom does He give the command: ‘* Do this’’? The 
Bible is absolutely clear; He gives the command, and with it 
surely the power, to the twelve apostles. No one else was present; 
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all the three Gospels which describe the details of the Feast 
pointedly limit the number of those present to the twelve. See 
St. Matt. 26. 20, St. Mark 14. 17, and St. Luke 22. 14. And St. 
John confirms this: chapter 13, verse 1. We are to conclude then, 
if we follow the Bible, that the Lord gave to the twelve apostles, 
and to them alone, the authority to celebrate the Holy Com- 
- munion. And without that authority could we conceive it possible 
to execute a sacramental rite the participants of which would 
verily and indeed take and receive the Body and Blood of Christ? 

But now a most important question arises: if the twelve apostles 
were the sole recipients of the authority to celebrate the Holy 
Communion, were they able to pass on that authority toothers : ? 
Was that jn the mind of Christ ? 

It is neither irrelevant nor irreverent to point out that if thev 
were not able to pass on the authority, then the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion would have come to an end with the death of 
the last of the twelve. That surely was not the design, of Christ. 
Could the memorial before the Father be other than a tual 
memorial? St. Paul says (1 Cor. 11. 26) that it was to be “ till 
He come ’’. But happily St. Luke gives us a case exactly in point 
(Acts 1. 15-26). The death of Judas had left a gap in the number 


_.of the apostles. It is perfectly clear that the eleven apostles had | 


no doubt whatever that the election of an apostle was according 
to the mind of Christ. St. Peter indeed speaks of the election of 
an apostle in replacement as a necessity. St. Matthias was there- 
upon made an apostle with the full apostolic authority. ‘* He was 
numbered with the eleven apostles ’’. It must be noted that the 

apostolic authority included more than the authority to celebrate 
the Holy Communion. 

Thus, according to the Bible, the Sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of Christ was committed to the apostolic band, and 
authority to celebrate the nte could only come to those of that or 
a later generation through the channel of that body. It is surely 
of some weight that from the beginning the Church has held that 
the commission which Christ gave to celebrate the Holy Com- 
munion was passed on by the apostles to the bishops consecrated 
in due succession in every generation. In the early church the 
association of the episcopal order with the celebration of Holy 
Communion was very evident, for the rule was that the bishop 
should ordinarily be the celebrant. When the numbers of 
Christians grew so as to exceed the power of the bishops to minister 
- it to all, it was permitted to bishops to ordain priests to celebrate. 

But never was. authority given to priests to pass on the com- 
mission. 

This is the rule of the Apostolic Succession. The Church of 
England adheres faithfully to it because the Bible allows no other. 

We must notice other commands of our Blessed Lord, the 
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ing out of which was expressly laid-as a duty upon the 
- apostles. The duty of. world-wide evangelization is a stnking , 
example. The command to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature was uttered by the Lord in the ‘period 
between His resurrection and His ascension. This command was 
given expressly to the eleven apostles; see St. Matt. 28, vs. 16 
and 19; St. Mark 16, vs. 14 and 15. When we study in Acts I. 8, 
the command given by our Lord to be witnesses to Him “ unto 
the uttermost part of the earth,”’ we find that it also is given 
expressly to the apostles; see Acts 1. 2. These three passages 
illustrate how closely the apostolate was linked in our Lord's 
intention with the spread of the Church that was to be; and they - | 
also help to make certain what weczhave learned above from the 
institution of the Holy Communion, viz., that in our Lord's 
design the apostles were to have “ successors’’; for how else 
could they fulfil a command to carry the Gospel to all nations ' 
‘unto the end of the world ’’ (St. Matt. 28. 20) ? 
We must call attention to one more passage of the Bible, as it 
illustrates this same linking of the Church and the Ministry in 
our Lord’s design. The subject is the unity of the Church. The 
passage is St. John, chapter 17, recording Christ's prayer following 
Last Supper: The greater part; St; John prayer 
for the apostles, with the exception of a short passage, verses 
20 to 23, which is a prayer for the Church that is to be, and which 
contains His prayer for the unity of the Church “ that they all 
may be one’’. Notice in the first place that the Church is de- 
scribed as consisting of *‘ them also which shall believe on me 
through their word ’’, that is, through the apostles’ word. It. 
implies, surely, that the Church is to spring out of the Ministry. » 
And moreover, the inclusion, in the prayer for the apostles, of the 
prayer for the unity of the Church certainly suggests an associa- 
tion in the mind of our Lord of the apostolate with the unity of 
the Church. And this linking of the two is exactly what St. Luke 
- accepts as fact; for when in Acts 2. 42, he describes the unity in 6 a 
which the earliest members of the Church were held together, he 
does so in the words : * They continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship.” 
Let us sum up what we have found to be taught by the Bible 
on the subject of Church and Ministry: 
‘** On this rock I will build my Church.” 
_ We have tried from the Bible to study Christ’s own plan for 
: the building of His Church. We have seen that from the begin- 
ning of His public ministry He gathered together, tested, and at 
length ordained twelve apostles; after which, and. amidst vast 
public work, the training of this band was His main task. It is 
remarkable that there is no indication in the Gospels that our 
(Continued at foot of page 111) 
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lization. 


CHURCH RELATIONS ENGLAND 


A final extract from the article, ** One Church, One Faith, One 
Lord reprinted by permission from“ Lady Day, 1952 


From the Anglican point of view the acceptance of episcopacy 
would be the acceptance of a divine gift, and it would be blasphem- 
ous for a form of episcopal consecration to be employed without 
recognition that a divine gift was being conveyed. Moreover, the 
acceptance of episcopacy into its system would be a tacit admission 
by the accepting body that a non-episcepal ministry is defective. 
While for us, any form of union or inter-communion between an 
episcopal church and a non-episcopal body would inevitably in- 
volve the discarding of a sound theological basis for the continuance 
of episcopacy as it is set forth in the Anglican Ordinal, and as it 
has been interpreted by our highest authorities in a formal manner. 


Conclusion 
The outlook of the Free Church signatories to this Report is 
doubtless that the Church of England, like themselves, is a Protes- 


_ tant body which has come into being as a result of the Reformation 


in the 16th century. This we have always categorically denied, 


_and_haye been fighting this false point of view for four hundred_ 


years. To give up in their favour now would be fatal to our 


existence. 
Protestantism is a dying cause. Its supporters want our help 
on two re (1) they are committed to the Calvinistic doctrine 


Lord took any step Himself to organize into-a Church the great 
crowds who heard and followed Him. That was to-be the task, 
after His departure, of the apostles. From’'this it will be plainly 
seen what place the apostles had in the Lord’s own plan. And 
such was His training and teaching that from the very day of 
Pentecost the apostles showed that they ew exactly how to 
organize and direct the Church. 

Our Lord’s earthly work having been completed, He com- 
mitted to the apostles, for the spiritual feeding of His Church, 
the authority to administer the Sacrament of His Blessed Body 
and Blood, and He laid on them the duty of world-wide evange- 

These actions of His Wed that He looked forward to the 
perpetual continuance ‘of: the apostolic ministry by the trans- 
mission of the apostolic authority from the holders to their 
successors for_all time. ‘Therefore, if we are asked whether the 
apostolic minigtry is essential to the Church, we reply that the 
study of the Bible, the study frpm the Gospels of what Christ did, 
the study of what Christ planned, so far as we can read His mind, 
assures us that it is. G. HIBBERT-WARE, 
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of an invisible church. Some Protestants in the English Churelh 
are sympathetic to them, and desire to have us all committed to 
this belief. (2) All the Protestant bodies are in-intense fear of 
Rome, which in many parts of the world is growing rapidly in 
power, .. 
Many of the Protestant elements in Christendom at the present 
time are looking for a form of unity, and have shewn in some 
of the International gatherings that the formation of a non-Roman 
union would be welcomed. It would, however, be a mistake for 
the central part of the Anglican Communion to be inveigled into 
a vaguely Christian body which-had the form of histori¢ Christ- 
ianity without its content. So far our-official formularies and 
documents have taught and implied that there is a Church that 
is One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic. This one Church is the sphere 
of grace, the home of truth, and the ark of safety into which all 
nations are to be gathered. In England there are two types ot 
tension to be resolved; (a) the tension between the State nominees 
in the Houses of Convocation and the elected representatives of 
the Clergy. This has been noticeable since the Protestant Revolu-. 
fion of 168 38, and particularly came to the fore in the Hanoverian 
period. (6) There is the tension between the Catholic and Protes- 
tant elements existing in the Church. These are” Sonvetimes 
represented as being due to schools of thought. It would be better 
to say that there are many among us who have an imperfect 
appreciation of revealed truth, it is the Truth of God that main- 
tains spiritual life and vitality, The Protestant element in 
Anglicanism keeps together with the Catholics by the bond of 
unity in the Apostolic fellowship of the episcopate, and the element 
of life in the Free Churches is in no way due to their disagreement 
with us, but to-the elément of Catholic truth which they retain. 
For unity in the faith we must work and pray, but the adoption 
of this recent Report by our English Convocations would be the 
beginning of the end for the Anglican Communion. The reper- 
cussions would be world-wide. ~ ROBERT BAKER, C.R. 


The challenge has now been fully met and we are most grateful. 
# to the challenger and all who responded to make this much-needed 


increase to our funds. 
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